WEATHER
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Fair to-dnna partly cloudy to-morrow:;

ght north

Highest temperature yesterday,

windas.
71; lowesy, ¢8.
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YIELDS NEUVE EGLISE, BUT KEEPS HIS GRIP ON BAILLEUL;

CZERNIN RESIGNS T

0.5, TROOPS KILL {

64 AND CAPTURE
{1 INHOT FIGHT

Americans Outnumbered 2
to 1in Encounter North
of St. Mihiel. |

OUR CASUALTIES SMALL,

[
One Pennsylvanian Takes'

Three Prisoners, Kills One |
Other and Wounds More.

By the dsseciated Prem,

W THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
Faaxcs, April 15,~The German attack
against the American positions on the
right bank of the Meuse, north of BtL
Mihiel, yesterday was made by a force
of 400 picked troops who were recently
brought there from the Russlan front
Although the A cans were outnums-
bered more than two to one they com-
pletely repulsed the enamy, driving him
hatk to his own trenches. The known
enemy casualtles Include sixty-four
tead, many wounded and eleven prison-
a9, besldes & number of wounded who
were dragged back to the German llnes'
by thelr comrades |

The Germans attempted to deceive
the Americans by appearing In [front
of the trenches and speaking French
and English and also by yelling “Gans!" !
The deception, however, was soon dis-!
covered and cost the snemy dearly. The
American casualties were cnmpsrlunlyl
alight.

Bravery of Peamsylvanian.

Numerous stories of individual bravery
poured Into the headquarters to-day. A
young man of Italian parentage, born
in & Pennaylvania coal mining town,
killed one German and captured thres
He saw eight Germans walking in a
cemmunication trench abesd of him
and, although alone, he shot and killed
ope and ran after thesthars, capiuring
two and wounding some of those who
astaped. He tHen returned to the
American line and turned over the pris-
enhers to A non-commisaloned officer and
eoolly msked for m match.

The ofticer jokingly sald: *I'll give
sou a malch if you bring in another
prisoner.” The soldier, who In only five
fest four Inches tall, took him at his
word and went back over the parapet.
He returned In leas than five minutes
walking with fixed bayonet behind a
eplx foot German, who was Yyelling
*Kamarad! Kamarad!"™

A few minutea later it was reported
that ten Germans were lying In a ma-
chine gun nest in No Man's Land. The
Pennaylvanian staried for the spot alone,
but he was ordered back by the coms
mander of the unit, who Iater sent s
detachment of men to rout out the
ememy, which they did.

Gas Ruse Quickly Detected.

The enemy made the attack iIn four
groups. Ans soon as they reached the
American wire entanglements they be-
gan yelling “CGas.” Al one point the
Americans began to put on thelr gas
manks, whereupon ths Germans opened
fire. but the ruse was discovered before
the enemy could do any damage,

The Americans went at the CGermans
with hand grenades, rifles and automatic
pistols. A small party of Germans who
sttemplted the same trick st another
point were oulwitted by an American,
who shouted “Fellows, there's too much
wind for gas. They're Germans! Glve
‘am heil " ’

“And we did,"” sdded a Mansachusetts
lad who took part in the attack.

Anmther group of the enemy tried to
impergonate allied troops.

“They didn't have the pasaword," sald
one Amarican private, ""So we decided
ta fire Arst and ask questions afterward,
but when we got through with them
there was none ready to talk™

Une sergeant and two privates cut off
In 4 corner of a trench held out for
more than two hours against & miuch
wuperior foree and finaliy reached the
American lines in safety. Two other
Americans who had been made pris-
oners and were being led away were
rexcued by comrades, who scattersd the
amemy, One "doughboy' taken by the
Germans was pulled for sixteen yards
over the barbed wire and then eluded
the eremy by jumping Into a communl-
@ating trench during & barrage.

Prisoners Mowstly Beys.

The prisoners captured by the Amer!-
eAls were mostly young men under 20
Years of age. They carried two days
' one and entrenching tools and said
tier expected to occupy the American
front line positlons. 3

The prisoners sald the attack was
made by plcked men of four companies,
'%0 from the 2724 Regiment Reagular
Hestrvem, one of shock troops and one
of plonoers. Some wore belta with large
Birile bearing the inseription “Gett mit
ure™ Several carried long tTench
knivea,

A large percentage of the American
traops participating in this engagement
Were ans of forelgn horn parents, some
ot them heing only 17 or 18 years old.
Thev are, however, hardened to trench
Warfara and absolutely fearless. There
® jothing they llke better than a
“aance to “go over the top.” The oMeers
hava difficulty tn restraining them when-
ever they msk for m patrol or ralding
Party. Every man wants to go, and
fhey are convinced that each of them
is better than two Germans.

HAND TO HAND FIGHT.

dore Detalls of the Encounter in
Apremont Forest,

By the Awsociated Prass,

Wrrnr THe Frencw ArMY 1 Fraxcs,
Aptil 14 (delayed).—American soldiers
A4 brilllant work In the stUt Aghting on
F'riday at Brule Wood, in the Forest of

A Continued on Becond Pege.

Reichstag’s Peace Plan |
Due to Charles’s Aid

AHS‘I‘ERDAH. April 15.—Ae-
cording to Count Ernst von
Reventlow, chief editorial writer
of the Berlin Tagesseitung, the
adoption by the Reichstag last
July of the resolution against
annexations and indemnities was
due to the influence of Emperor
Charles of Austrin. Count Re-
ventlow s continuing his cam-
paign against the Austrian Em-
ror, and says that Mathias
re » clerical member of
the Reichstag, read at a secret
seasion of that body a letter
from Count Czernin to Emperor
ghnln in which he wrote as fol-

WB:

“Austria wants, and in any
event must have, e
lrlll!!hr oi: ll:}l.'?."

err Erzberger said that he
had authorization from Emperor
Charles .to read the letter and !
this, according to Count Revent-
low, induced the Centrists to sup-
port the peace resolution.

The Tageszeitung rotests '
K nst what it calls "&nwor
les’s meddling in affairs.” J

V-
——— e

[BERTY MOTOR
IN LONG FLIGHT

Great Bombing Machine Comes
Here From Virginia in
Three Hours.

ENGINE ™'NS SMOOTHLY
Craft Has Larger Weight
Carrying Capacity Than
Any Other Developed.

Major Roy A. Brown. Blemal Cerpe,
U. 8 A, plloted to Fleld No. 1 at
Mineols yesierday afternoon one of the
new bomb ecarrying biplanes designed
for the ume of tha army., 1t has &
T.berty motor. The Major brought the
machine from Langley Field, Virginia,
A distance of 325 mlles In less than'
thres hours

The machine carried its pliot and E4-
ward Busane, a mechaniclan. When It
camae gracefully to the field a guard
llne was thrown around It promptly.
OMelals would not permit outsiders to
have a peep at It

It was siated officlally that the trip |
had been made along the Atlantic coast
and that no trouble had been encoun-
tered en route. The feature of the big
flier In its capacity for earrying welght.
It came along fully loaded with elther
bombs or thelr equivalent as a means
of testing the carrying capacity.

Army officers sald that the plane had
& greater welght carrying capacity than
anything that had been shown aince the
development of fiying.

Liberty Motor Is Used.

The Aero Club of America In & state-
ment to the press last night esaid that
the machine was equipped with the new
Liberty motor, which hus been much In
the spotlight of Investigation recently.
The club said that the actual flying time
was three hours and fifteen minutes, al-
though the army folk sald that the trick
had been turned In less than three hours.

According to the Aero Club, the ntart
was made from Langley Fleld, which
is near XNorfolk, Va., at 11 o'clock
vesterday. Major Brown took his plane
dus northieast, reaching an altitude of

2,000 feet above Baltlmore, and then
dropping down to 6,000 feet for the rest
of ths journey,

When ths machine came down at
Mineola Col. Rockwell, Major Thomas
Hitchcock and other officers were
walting to recelve it. They Iinquired
with unusual interest ms to the per-
formance of the Liberty motor. The
Aero Club reports that the motor did
not miss fire once during the trip and
that it showed an unusual lack of vl
bration. The motor was the aame one
used in the flight from Langley Field
to Annapolis Easter, and the mechani-
clan sald that it had worked altogether
about nine hours

Not Bulilt for Specd.

The machine is known as ths Curtiss
R-4 type and It |s not bullt for mpeed.
Primarily It Is & welght carrier, Intended
to convey enough bombs over a hostlle
pectlion to make things Interesting for
the population below. The machine did
not equal the speed record made by
Lieut. Baldiahi and Capt. Lent with the
Itallan speed scout COctober 23.

Major Brown and his mechanlelan
will iy to West Foint to-day and will
then make the return trip to Langley
Field.

FRENCH TO HONOR WILSON,

Political Belence Academy Wil
Eleet FPresideat a Member,

wWasHINoTON, April 15, — Presidant
Wilson will ba elected & member of the
Institute of France. An ofMcial des-
patch from France says that the Acad-
emy of Moral and Political Sclencs, find-
ing it necessary Lo elect In its section of
foreign associates a member to replace
Mr. Villarl of Florence, has proposed the
name of President Wilson. The selec-
tion was recelved with much apprecia-
tlon, On acocount of formalitles, the
election will not be for several weeks,

!

CHARLES' PEACE
LETTER FORCES
MINISTER OUT

' Retention in Cabinet Is In.
dication of Emperor's
Desire for Armistice.

'BALFOUR KEEPS SILENT

Vienna Declares Missive Was
Forgery and Refuses to
Reply to France,

Loxpon, April 15,~Tne seriousness of
the mrairied relations belween Germany
and Austria-Hungary, the two doml-
nating States of the Central European
alliance, was emphasizad to-day by the
announcement that Count Csernin, Aus-
tro-Hungarian Forelgn Minlster, has re-
signed. The diplomatic crisis was not
without ite dramatic qualities, although
. Is easy to trace Lhe causes which
lad to 1t

Publication by the French Govern-
ment of the futlle peace appeal sent
out by Emperor Chur:es in March of
last year and the efforts of the Emperor |
and the Austrian Fore!gn Office to “'T
plaln this action to the satisfaction of
the German junkers undoubledly pimc_dl
the Minister in an !mponasible poaltion.

Although the resignation has been uc-
cepled, Count Csernin will remalin In the
Cabinet until hls successor Is chosen.
A further indication of the wsupposed
leaning toward peace on the part of
the Austr.an monarch is seen In this
announcement.

In a reply to a question in the House
of Commona to-day as to whether Great
Britain was aware that President Poin-
care had In hls possession BEmperor
Charlea's letter & ycar ago, when Brit
aln refused to ider peace negotl
tions, especially Kerensky's proposals,
Arthur J. Balfour, Bearstary for Fore
[ Alfairs, 3ald that the Government

deved the uhf-n and had de-
cided that It was not In the pub! in-
tereal to dlscuss It In any form the
Housa of at presaht. Ha ap-
pealed to the questioner not to push
the matter further,

Letter Is Called Forgery.

An officlal statement from Vienna |
asserts that the latest statementa of the
French Premier, M. Clemenceau, coli-
cern:ng the conversations beiween Aus-
tria and France regarding the possibil-
Ity of opening peace negottations do not
niter the sltuation as rexards the ma-
Jority of Count Czernin's declarationm
The Austrian Forelgn Minimiry, the
statement says, In unable to awcertaln |
who was reaponsible for delivering to
the French what Is eald to have been
a forged letter, subsatituted for the lelter
which was to be dellvered.

Neither Prince Sixtus, whose charac-
ter !s beyond auspicion, nor any one
else (s nocused of falsification, continues

the statement, which concludes: "The
affalr Is herewith declared to be at
an end.”

Count Csernin di!d nol know of Em-
peror Charlesa's letter to Prince Sixtus
when he made the wslatement Lhat
France had Initiafed the conversations
with Austria, rding to a Vienna
despatch to the Lokalanzeiger of Berlin,
On learning of the leiter he realgned,
but ylelded to a request that he remain
in office until the conclusion of the
peace agreement with IMumania

Diplomata Are Interested.

News of the resignation led to much
discuseion among oMcials and dlplomats
an to the causas which brought about
the exit of the Austrian official at a
momant when through his declded
change of attitude toward war issues,
involving his complete acceptance of the
extrems Oerman views, it had been
supposed Ahat he had etrengtliened his
position.

This change was manifested soon after
the Brest-Lltovak peace conferences,
where Czernin had become convinced
that his moderate views regarding the
basls of peace wers unacceptable to the
dominant annexation and forced indem-
nily party. Therefore ofMicials are in-
elined to helleve that It was not alto-
gether becauss the LCount was obnoxiova
to Austrin’'as great ally that he was
forced out of ofMice, but that the ex-
planation was to bs found In part n
internal Austro-Hungarjan imsues.

It In recognized that Csernin involved
Empearor Charles In a most unpleasant
position hy his speech trying to fasten
upon France the responsibility for
initiating peace proposals last year,
thereby enabling the French Govern-

(Continued on Third Papge.)

(SUN Fund Passes
Quarter Million Mark

GROWING naturally and

rapidly with the contribu-
tions of its faithful friends whose
numbers increase every day the
smoke fund, although not yet a
year old, has attained manly
stature and strength. At a
moment when the necessity of
ita existence is more than ever
established, the fund spreads its
strong wings and soars grace-
fully over.

'l{c legion of givers will not
be deceived any more than the
fund is in its future. It has
reached a height, but there are

beyond, Read on page 7
ow many things are planned to
lead it to the next one,

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND Las no connection
with any other fund, organiza-
tion or publication. It employs

| no agenta or solicitors,

N

The despatch said the President would
be elected by acclamation,
1
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| day concerning the missing naval collier

[ Charles Says Cannon

BASEL, April 15—Emperor
Charles of Austria has sent
the following telegram to Em-
peror William of Germany, ac-
cording to advices from Vienna:
Clemenceau’s accusations
against me are so low that I have
no intention to discuss lon
this affair with France. y
cannon in the west is our last

regly.
n faithful friendshi
| CHARLES. i

CYCLOPS FATE
STILL MYSTERY

Navy Department Baffled by
Collier’s Strange Vanishing,
but Continues Search.

FRENCH WARSHIPS HELP

Damage to Engine Was Merely
Broken Cylinder Head—
Carried 5 Inch Gans.

Special Despated to Tar Srx
Wanninarow, April 15 —Further In-
formation ohtained In naval circles to-|

Cyclopa only served to deepen the mym
tery surrounding that wvessel's disap-
PeArance.

Becretary Danlela and officers at the
Navy Department mald to-night that
they were abmolutely baMed and with-
out the faintest tangible clue as to why
the ship has not been heard from since
March 4.

The Cyclops salled from the Barba-
dos Islands, Wedt Indles, for an At-
lantlc port March 4 The trip should
not have takap more (han nine daya

Will Reply to France GEF

!es! of Nieppe.

Present Known Facte. %

Thess facts were made known to-day |

in connection with the Cyclops and her |
Innt trip:

The 15.000 ton colliar, ons of the
three finest in the sérvice, was arined
with five Inch guns and carried am-
munitlion for use In case she was at-
tacked,

The C"yelops did not have one of her
enginea out of commlission as reporied
In the navy'sm statement laat night,
but merely had a broken criinder
head, which would not have rendered
this engine vpeeless, ar the engine
could have haen run on two cylinders

Tha accldent to the cylinder head
occurred wlille the ship was e route
for Brazil and ahe made the trip
fromm Brazll tn the Barbados with-
out difficulty. It s estimated by naval
officers that even with one engine the
veasel could have made ten knola
wpeed,

The Cyclops was equipped with
reciprocating engines and powerful
wireless apparatus.

Uneonfirmed reports have reached
here that one member of the rrew
of the Cyclops told frienda of having
recelved A messaga of warning that
the vessel would be blown up. This
report, which may ba mera goasip,
has nevertheless heen given cansid-
eration for what it Is worth.

French Warships Ald Search.

Beacretary Danlels atated to-day that
tha Navy Denartment had been econdurt-
Ing & systemntlc mearch for the ship
mince March 13. her acheduled time to
arrive at an Atlantie port. Vessela of
tha American navy have combed the
steamahip routes along the coast and
have followad the onurse which the
Cyclops wam to have taken in her trip
from the Barbados,

Thesa vesseln hava put inte various
ports along the route and made in-
aulries, with a view to oltalning some
trace of the missing ship, but nothing
whatever has resulted from thelr ef-
forta mo far.

French war vessels, |t was announced
to-day, nalso ars taking part In the
search, which Is continuing among all
Inlands In the West Indlas, In the hope
that mome clue may be discovered

After alfting all evidence which In
admittedly of & purely speculative char-
acter, naval officers are Inclined to
belleve that the ship must have met
her end very suddenly, {f ahe lias been
loat, as now appears probable. On
no other theory can these officers ac-
count for the nabsolute Iack of news
vin wireless

Tt is mdmittedly possible that some
German ralder might have attacked the
Cyclops and ahot away the wireleaa
with the firmt ahot, but thig seemn hardly
likely, especially as there ham been no
evidence of a German maider In the
waters through which the Cyclops
steamed. Desldes, It Is felt that If
German ralder powerful enough to ace
count for the Cyclops had put in ap-
pearance her depredations on other
shipn would have been reported before
new.

Nay ¥ave Been Captured.

It Is conceivable that the ralder may
have captured the Cyclops and now
have her In tow somewhere, bhut this
theory also implies shooting away the
wireless in the early stages of an en-
gagement,

The theory of an internal exploalon,
elther through the work of some enemy
axent aboard the vessel or by accldent,
seems more likely thun others advanced
to some naval authorities here, but they
belleve that even In thin came there
would have been some sign of wreck-
age which would have been pleked up
I= *a forty-two days mince the Cyclops
j=eq.finrbados. There has been no record
of & Weat Indlan storm to acoount for
her disappearance,

Mr., Danlels made It clear to-day that
the navy is not going to abandon the
search and that meantime be will hope

spuinst hope. '
1

TO GAIN GOAL
AT BAILLEUL

British Line Holds Against
,Fourth and Sixth Enemy
Armies,

WORST OF CRISIS OVER

Enemy's Hope of Breaking
Through Ts Diminishing
Hour by Hour,

By PERCIVAL PWILLIPS,
Forvespandent of the London Dally Express,
Beeclal CaMle Dewpateh fo TRR Row,
Copyright, 198: all righta reserved
Brrrist  Anmy  Hranorant=ns In

“ravwrn, April 13 —Bince Sunday night
"talllen]l has heen the woal of the Fourth
‘nd Bixth German armies. In contin.
‘nus heavy fighting during the last two
‘ava fresh divislons have been thrown
“tov the fight  Yesterday morning. after
the fallure of repeated attacks the enemy
cams agaln with new troops and Ia ham-
mering to-day with sven greater deter-
mination aealnet the bow-shaped British
front between Neuve Eglise and the For-

They meem to have succreded yea-
terday In pushing somewhat nearsr to
Aleteren. to the west of Ballleul, but
nawhers alne on the battlefleld did we
give ground, Our line i3 everywhere
intact. They falled completely In front
of the Forest of Nlieppe, where a strong
force of the enemy infantry suffered
mevere, casualties. They also suffered
heavily mround Festhubert, whers an-
other ‘ntumm was made to plerce our
front toward Hethune,

In front of Balileul. whare the Ger-
mans awept repealedly toward the town,
e llllof tham in gresl numbsra. On
the whoela, [t ls & day of fallure for the
. _Tims ia everything. He real
1Hed That W the &f the first fow
days s to be exploited 1t must be done
without further delay. Ths British
troops alzo reallze this, They have
withsteod shocks which were very se-
vers with undiminished confidence. The
crisls |8 not yat over, but we have gona
through the worat of It

Sltantion Is Better.

The situation, although atill serious,
is decldediy better than it was fortye
#irht hours ago. The enemy can no
longer have any great hope of breaking
through.

A more detallesd aceount of the Ger-
man drive on Estaires and Merviile,
which lad to this battle for BHallleul, will
rhow why the enemy was able to ad-
vance as far an he did after breaking
through the front of tha Portuguesa on
the morning of April 8. Tha Hritish
troops, which were brought up behind
the Portuguese, were holdlng the crosa.
ings of the Riverm Lys and Lawe on a
front of about 7,000 yardas, ~

They had line posts thrown out for
about twosthirds of a mile in front of
the main bodliesx.  This force met and
checked the +ierman shock battallon
which war ordered to gain the bridge-
head without & moment'a delay. COwur |
troops Included well truined machine
gun troops, and some of them suffered
firat in tha bombardment aa they came
through Estaires. One Northern unit
was particularly unfortunate. They took
up their line, however, without a mn-
ment's delay. They were rather thinly
aligned along a wida front until other
reenforcements, pushing up at the mo-
ment that the enemy nttacked, were
able to sirengthen the defences of the
rivers,

At 10:20 o'clock Inh tha mornlng the
Jermans were heard advancing along
the front. A little later the first waves
were seen approaching the posta held by
the Durhams. Hehind our old trenches,
occupled by the Portuguese, wers a
reries of posts about flve hundred vards
apart, which they were supposed to take
up when they retired. Hut these wero
swiftly surrounded and carried by the
enemy.

Armentleres Station Reached.

Hy 1 o'clock In the afternoon tha Cler-
mans were swarming across the Armen-
tieres rallway station between La Ventl

MANS FAIL |

Have Been Given That

Allied Forces Will Be

Withdrawn After Order Is Restored.

Loxpon, April 15.—Lord Robert Ce-
cil, Minister of Blockade, anawering &
question in the Houss of Commons to-
day, sald:

“No msaurance has been given/ that
the British and Japaness troops will be
withdrawn from Viadivostok as eoon as
order is restored, but it Is hoped that
the Incident will soon be closed.”

Toxto, April 10 (delayed) . —Beveral
Instances of Rumeian sniping against
Japanese patrols in Viadivosiok are re-
ported In a despatch from that clty to
the Asohl One Russian was arrested.
The message also reports the local Coun-
cll of Soldlers and Workmen has tele-
graphed to headquarters urging the des.
patch of armed German and Austriao

prisoners to Viadivostok as resnforoe:
ments. Bolshevik leaders ars quoted as
declaring that the Japaness actlon in
landing forces In Viadivostok marks the
beginning of the carrying out by Japan
of her “long cherished ambition” in Si-
berla.

The Nusslan Forelgn Minister, accord-
Ing to & speciul despatch from Khaba-
rovak, Eastern Siberia, had telegraphed
the Siberian Soviet that there was no
sufMcient justification for the ianding of
the Japaness and that the Russlan work-
men and soldlers must defend the coun-

try.

Although 1t has been confirmed that
& small Britlah contingent has been put
ashore at Viadivostok, the report that
American bluejackets had been disem-
barked |s unconfirmed and Is not cred-
ited here,

IRISH FOMENT
GROWS RAPIDLY

Every Section Volices Its Op-!
position to Conseription, |
Clergy Leading.

NEW HOME RULE BREA(’IH1

|
Ulster Reasserts That It Never,

Will Submit to a Dublin |
Parliament.

Bpecial Cabla Despateh to Tanm Sow,
Coapyright, 1018 all rights ressrved
Loxpox, April 13.—Passlve realstance |

to conscription in Ireland on the part
of the Natlonalista and open and violent
opposition on the part of the Blm
Feiners 18 the burden of the news from
pthe south of Ireland to-day. In Ulater

tha determination never to rubuiit te
the authority of a Dublin Parllament
has Leen reasserted.

Conseription on the ona hand and
hama rule on the other have thrawn the
entire inland into & ferment. Tha Gov-
ernment propomals sra being resisted
with equal violence on both sidea

That Ulster'sa posltion 14 dlctated
salely by the Interests of that section
without regard 1o the well belng and
proaperity of Ireland as & whole agan
is mada clear in statements of 1eauhn¢1
civillans and churchmen of Belfast, who
insist that any attempt to creale an
Trish Parilament will hava serioys cone.
eequences. Dr. MoDermott, former]y
maoderator of the Presbyterian Church
of Ireland, volced this sentiment when
he safd:

“Our opposition to an Independent
Ireland rexis upon considerations vital
to the freadom and well being of Ulster,
Under no clreumstances wiil Ulstermen
coms under the control of a Dublin
Parllament.’”

Opposition ls Growing.

The flame of opposition te conscription
ia rising. At a Natlonallat demonstira- |
Lign at Armagh, In Ulater, the attend-
ance including members of ths official
party and Sinn Feiners, ths following
covenant was adopted:

We people of Armagh, true to our
enpntry In this her heur of need,
pledge ourselves In molemn leagus and
covenant to  passive resistance In
every shape and form to military con-
soription brutally forced on Ireland as
A natlon sgalnst her aown fres wiil
We will not bes corrced.

Cardinal Logue in a4 message to the
meeting sald that forcibla conscription
was an outrage on the clergy and tha
people of Ireland and that thers was
notling to do but to offer passive re-
mistanca (h every shape and form,

Other meetihgs of pimilar nature have
been hiald at Limerick, Galway, Tiype-
rary, Tuam and Tullamore. At Galway
the cliy divislon of the Anclent Order of
Hibernlans adopted the fullowing reso-
Tutton:

Tha Government, in face of the de-
clared will of the people, permista in
enforcing thiy measure and we think
that there Is no alternative laft the
party but to return to Ireland and
lead the people in taking whatever

and Bac St Maur. Then It was a des-
perate fight for the river. The advanced '
posis of the Durhama were blown in by |
2:40 o'clock In the afternoon, Other
British posts had gone. Boma of the|
nocupants had succeeded in cutting thelr |
way through the enemy brldnhuds.|
The Germana drove stralght for each |
bridge between Estalres and Bac St
Maur. While all of them were attackel
with strong forces, a particularly heavy
blow was almed at the drawbridge at
Eatalres.

Field batterien could ba seen follow-
Ing the first waves of German Infantry.
Hy 0§ o'clock they planted themnelves In
the fats, shelling our river front mt
clore range. At the moment we were
unable to hold ths drawbridge In force,
A portion of the troopa defending it were
atill on the west bank, but the trencih
mortar crews beyvond attacked with riflos
and succeeded In ®hecking the (lerman
waves for nearly an hour, while a little
bund of herolc men worked usteadily
pliing up explosives to destroy the
bridgehead. They were not wholly suee
ceasful, for thesa massive structures of
Iron beamn and concrete reaist the ordl-
nary explosionsa. Enough of the bridge
remained to enable a few CGermans to
cross on the debris. Many of them were
killed.

When night eame our front was still
intact on the west banks of the Rivers
Lys and Lawe, #ave for the portion be-
tween Lestrem road and the foass, where
the sallent was hald by somis Durhama.
The Germana rushed the fosss and the
lock at Rault near by In the evening.
They were driven back. They preamed
on in great numbers throughout the

—

steps may be deemed most effective In
opposing {te application,

At three Galway churchea the preach-
ers, Inskting that the peopie had the
right to resist an unjustly imposed law,
spoke strongly againat conmeription, At
Atlilone, In the Catholle churches, a
vast number of young men recelved the
holy sacrament and tha preachers de-
voted the!lr sermona to the “threatened |
nationk! danger from conscription” and |
pruyed that & crisls might be averted.

Premier May Explain To-day.

FPremler Lloyd George probably will
address the Houss of Commons to-mor-
row, explalning the Government's |
home rula programme, and stating that |
the hill for seif-Eovernment of Tretong]
will be Introduced by the end of the
weelk. The measura is to be pressed for
sarly passage. The plan eeeimnn to be
for a federatlon of dominlona that
would ba applicable in the future to
Beotland and Wales.

1t s stated on gond aulhority that
conscription will not ba put Into effect
until the home rule guestlion s settled
and an Irleh parlilament set up, giving
Ireland the opportun!ty to accept com-
pulsory service with ths manction of Itk
own government.

In the lobbles of the Houra to-night
it wan asserted that the Prime Minluter
would be questioned as to the Govern-
ment's course ahould the Lorda reject
home rule after the meusure has been
passed by the (Sommonas,

1t in belleved that the explanation of
the situstion by Lioyd George will
smooth the altuation. The labor mem-
bers object to the preciss form of the

Continusd on Third Page.
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HURRY U. S. AID,
BALFOUR URGES

Germans Hope to Shatter Brit-
ish Before America Ar-
rives, He Says.

PREDICTS THEIR FAILURE

He Phophesies This Natlon
Will Baffle Plans of
“Robber State.”

Loxpoxn, Aprll 13—"What s now
most pressingly required s that the
fighting forces of the United States
should be brought as speedily as possible
into the fleld,” sald Arthur J. Balfour,
the Forelgn Becretary, in speaking at &
lunchieon to the American labor delega-
tlon to-day.

"*The (lerman plan,” continued Mr,
Dalfour, “is to shatter the Britlsh army
before tha American welght can be
brought Inte the scala. The German
inspired press has been Inatructed by ite
masters to ahow the utmost contempt for
the Amerlean military effort. Hut the
masters da not share that eontempt
They are planning thelr whola campaign
and nre sacrificing men with reckless
extravigance that the Ametiean help
may arrive after thelr bLlow has been
slruck.”

Mr. Balfonr's Address.

In proposing a toast to tha allled
calme at the luncheon to the American
labor delegation, Mr., Balfour sald:

“The two wpeeches which we have just
tistened to wonld have convinced Any
doubter, If such exista elsewhere, that
the spirit in which the United Statés of
America have thrown themselves Into
this greaat struggle s a spirit of |daal-
Ism, not In the sense In which ideallam
evaporates In eloguent phrases und empty
formulm, but in that spirit in which
fdealism recognizes that to bring his
Idealn to fruition one must nake efforts
and show those great sacrifices which
Are row heing so surely demonstrated
by our friends and brothers across the

Atlantle*

That misslon, ha procesded, repre-
senting as it dil the activities of the
United States i s many diffarent

spheres and characteristics, had arrived
nt our shores ut n moment of Intereat.
It was & moment of special Interest, not
chiefly bacause of the great and anxlous

! struggle now golng on, but bBecausa the |
Alllns had revealed to them In plain, | British lines between lens and Ypres

unmistakabla characteristies both the

| political and militnry plans of thoss who |

controlled the destinles of Germany
“Wea have been the witnesses during
the last yoar or year amil a half,” he

Tald, "of strange tergiversatlon on the
i part of
teither the terman, neutral, or, it might

thosa who wished 1o delude
Lo, aven the allled publite with regard
to German Intentions and methods,

Faclle Soccets in Rusala.

“Thera was & moment befors the
facile succens which Germany obtalned
ARAINSL An unresisting enemy, an enemy
in the eaat, when Jderman atatesmen anid
tjermuan membars of Parllament dls-
cussed public affairs, which would lead
one to supporo that Germany waa in R
Kigh way to demineratic (natitutions and
to heartfolt adoption of tha four prin-
eiplen wlileh P'resident Wileon has made
famous throughout the world.  Fyenta
in the eant gave them A factle succass
over tho talkera in Russiu, and the
whola aspect of polltlen and publis opin-
ton among the Centradl Powers har en-
rely changed.

“They now almost eynically admit
that the resolution of ths Maichsiag, of
which wa have heard so much, all the
talk of no annexations and Indemnities,
of consldering the wishes of subject
populations, of spraading the principles

|of sscurity and freedom throughout the

world, was what wo sometimes call ca-
mouflage.”

All that waan now thrumt anside, Mr,
Halfour sa'd. German methods wera
actually balug carried out hefora the
eves of all In the case of Rumanin aml

In other communities bordering on the'

eastern frontiers of Germapy. In meo-
ments of adverslty, continued the Hec-
retary, (iermany used fine language,
which she had been taught, Indeed, by
the statesmen of the allled Powers and
principally by FPrealdent Wilson, but
which she had learnsd but Imperfectly
and understnod not at mll. That was
one of the phasss of contemporary eventa
which mnada the present moment ex-
tremely Interesting, The othier was the
plain, clear revelatlon of the CUerman
milltary plana,

“fShe now standa forth undisguised as
a robber Riate,” declared Mr. Halfour.
“How |% shis going to earry out ber rob-

| Contiamed on Seventh Page

7O SMOOTH BREAK IN DUAL AI;LIANCE

CECIL FORECASTS TROOPS
WILL STAY IN VLADIVOSTOK

British Minister of Blockade Declares No Assurances

Germans Sacrifice Thone
sands in 36 Hour Assault -
on 8 Mile Front.

CARNAGE AT MERVILLE

Seven Attacks Repulsed by
the Unflinching Line of
British Manhood.

BATTLE IN NIEPPE WO0OD

Enemy Gets Astride of Ralls
way Leading From Merris
to Hazebrouck.

-
Syectal Cadla Despatod fo Tna Rew,
Copyright, 108; all wghth ressvved,

Loxoox, April 15.—On an eight mile
front, running from Neuve Eglise to
Vieux Berquln, thousands of Cerman
troops have been sacrificed in the lasg
thirty-six hours in a terrific struggle
to envelop Ballleul, os well as in 9.
succession of frontal attacks on the
line of raiiroad and the high greusd
east of the town.

Neuve Eglise has been taken -‘
retaken five times, finally being losd
by the British. The Germans at oné
time SBaturday night advanced as far
as the helghts wenst of the town, but
this morning the Britlsh agaln drove
them back to the lower ground southe
east of the town.

Fighting Goes on at Night,

The reports of correspondents il
lumine the oficial reports and indi=

cate that the struggle raged with the
most intense fury throughout the day
and night without Interruption
Southwest of Ballleul the enemy got
acrors the rallroad toward Hase-
brouck at Merris, but the Britlsh are
holding them between that place and
the Wood of Nieppe. The fighting is
golng on to-night.

The Germans are making the most
desperata efforts to break down the
British resistance tRat has held up
their advance for more than forty-
eight hours. They have suffered trée
mendous losses that have bought but
little ground.

Germans Shift Attack,

Chiecked by the British In the des-
perate all day, hand to hand fighting
on the Ballleul front, the Germans
shifted thelr attack to the right flank,
where belween Wulverghem and Mes-
sines they launched an assault, pene-
trating the British lines near Wyt-
schaete, Thelr guin was relatively,
small.

The enemy is attempting a MNanking
movement along the Douve River in
the hope of tuming that position and
leutting the road from Ballleul to
Ypres,

Officlal and unofMelal reports Indl-
| cate that the Germans are struggling
| desporately to regaln the momsntum
|of the attack that has been smashed
| by the herole resistance of the British
troope.

|

\FORCE OF ASSAULT
NOW ABOUT SPENT

Germans Pay Dearly for the
Few Feet of Ground Gained.

| Lowpon, April 15.—There scems ne
'iﬂ-uun to doubt to-night that the foroe
of the great German drive ugalnst the

has spent ltself In valn, Although the
| Pnemy continuen hin series of desperate
mRAraults, the British are holding at al-
| MEst every point, or where the line doss
gve slightly the invadera aro made Lo
(pay a0 dearly that uny gains in ground
(are more than offsct by the tremendous
| cont in Maiman life

on the northern slde of the salient,
south of Tpres, thers have boen tremans
.Idoul struggiss at four places, At Mer-
| ville, near the npex uf the Cerman sa-
Vlimnt, seven successive ussnulls were re-
"pulsed. Tha lower spur of Messines
| ridge was the scens of an encounter of
| almost unparalleled ferocity, the enemy
(Mnully gxining a footing In Seuve Kgline,
!The Hritieh retired onlsy a short distance
land there I8 every indication that couns
ter mtitacks are belng prepared here,
 Bailleul snd Wulverghom also hinve wile
nesecd the most severs engngement.
| Except for Nouve Eglime, the Hritiah
| line on the northern side of the sallent
t has atood firm,. To-night's Berlin state«
| ment  reports  succeasfiul  operations
northeast of Wulverghem.

! Renewed Fighting at MNangard.

Along the French front there have
been desullory engugemants, sonietimes
'of eonnsldarable fury, and the cannonade
iin‘ haa hean heavy, Hangard-en-Bane
terra being tha cantre of thess uctions
| to-day. Both French and German foross
have engaged In meveral raids upon =
big scale It 1a bellaved possible that
thin may portend another drive toward
Amians, following the Hindenburg tacs
| tlem of shifting objectives from one secs
|tor to another. Around Montdidier the
| wrtilleries also hiave been engaged heav.
tly, but thera have teen no further in-
fantry operationa {n this reglon,

An  Amssnciated Presw correspondent
with tha British army, In deacriblng the
battla at Neuve Fglise, which (s near
!tha Belgian border, sa3 8 that the struge
| mle continued to raga this morning with
Ith- same feroc'ty that hus eharacterised
it for days, with the Hritlah pounding
the GGermana hard.

The latest reports this forsnoan
Inshowed that the British line was heling
ntrongly held as a whnole In this northern
gona and In some Instances Lad been
conslderably Improved by counter
strokes,

The Hritish last evening folliowed up
thalr suceess of Baturday when they
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